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Few cities, whether they are in America or across the globe, can match Chicago’s diverse tapestry of people. Fewer still can 

point to so much success leveraging this diversity within the business community.  

This is the third edition of Chicago United’s Business Leaders of Color publication. Within these pages, you will find a 

selection of the individuals that have helped Chicago become known as one of the world’s premier cities for inclusion.

As you look through the forty-five profiles included here, you will see people who are eminently qualified to lead business 

units and companies, sit on and chair corporate boards, energize organizations and communities, and help lift up the 

next generation of leaders. Each person is impressive in his or her own right.  Each one has unique capabilities. Each lends 

a unique perspective and voice to their organizations, boards and communities. In short, each profile serves as both an 

example and an inspiration.

As a collection, these leaders are a microcosm of the limitless value that diversity and inclusion brings to Chicago’s business 

community. 

What can you do? 

You can widen your recruiting net and training strategies to include a more diverse range of people. You can increase the 

overall perspective and value of your corporate boards by including a more diverse range of individuals, such as the people 

featured in these pages. You can return the support you receive from your local communities by hiring from the incredible 

talent that is most assuredly present there. 

In addition, you can help Chicago United in its mission by supporting their efforts and nominating candidates for the next 

issue of Chicago United’s Business Leaders of Color.

Chicago has many reasons to be proud.  What follows are forty-five of them.

Sincerely,

Michael W. Lewis

Executive Vice President, Harris Community Banking, Harris N.A. 

Chairman, Chicago United Board of Directors
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